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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 018896 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI, IZ, IR 

SUBJECT:US NAVY SHIP VISIT TO KHORRAMSHAHR/ABADAN 
REF: (A) TEHRAN 12591; (B) BAGHDAD 0074 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS CAREFULLY STUDIED QUESTION OF PROPOSED 
VISIT. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THOUGHTFUL OBSERVATIONS IN 
REF B. ON BALANCE, WE BELIEVE THAT A SHIP VISIT TO 
KHORRAMSHAHR/ABADAN WOULD MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO RELATIONS 
WITH IRAN, CURRENTLY SOMEWHAT FRAYED, THAT OUTWEIGHS 
POSSIBLE DAMAGE TO RELATIONS WITH IRAQ. 

2. TO MINIMIZE POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO U.S.-IRAQ RELATIONS 
ANY SHIP VISIT THAT MAY EVENTUATE SHOULD BE HANDLED AS 
ROUTINE. INGERSOLL 
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